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Compassionate Kindness

The Gemara in Shabbos (21a) asks for which miracle did the Chochomim institute the yom tov of Chanukah? Chazal continue
to tell us that it was established over the neis of finding and lighting the undefiled oil, which miraculously lasted for eight days.
The well-known question raised, is that there was another miracle for their victory in the war, despite having only a small, frail
army. Why then did Chazal choose to establish Chanukah over the neis of the flask of pure oil?

We say in Pesukei Dezimra, “Zechor rachamecha Hashem, vachasadecha, ki mei’olam heima.” (Tehillim 25:6)—We mention in
this posuk both the compassion of Hashem, as well as His Kindliness. Hashem does not merely confer chesed upon this world.
Instead, He does it with compassion. We may understand this better through the following mashal.

The fourth-grade rebbi decided he wanted to give his class some fun to alleviate their schoolwork, so he turned on his computer,
found among his files one of his colleague's fun sheets, and pressed the print button. He also brought a case of soda cans which
he gave out to all the boys while they were busy with the fun sheet. Needless to say, the class enjoyed their little break.

It happened that the parallel rebbi next door also wanted to give his class a reprieve. So, he spent a while thinking, what exactly
do these boys need to truly make them happy. When he finally came up with an idea, he realized it was too unique to pull from
any other rebbis’ files. So, he got to work and made it from scratch. He, too, bought a treat to give out to the class, but in an
entirely different way. After the boys began doing the worksheet, he called each boy up to his desk. Every one of them did not
just receive the treat he bought, but also a special, tailored comment. “Moishy, you learned the gemara very well this week!”
“Dovid, | noticed your outstanding midos by recess yesterday!”—each boy walked away from that desk feeling the warmth of the
rebbi’s words.

While the first rebbi surely performed a great chesed for his class, we can understand how the second rebbi carried out a higher
form of kindness—one grounded in his rachamim for each child.

Similarly, Hashem's kindness is rooted in His infinite compassion for us. As the Chovos Halevovos writes, it's essential for us not
only to recognize the various chasodim that Hashem does for us, but also to understand the wisdom behind each act of kindness
to the best of our ability. This can be explained by the idea that the wisdom behind the chesed reveals how Hashem desires to
give us kindness in the greatest possible way. He doesn't just provide us with beautiful flowers to admire while they are rooted in
the ground; He also makes many of them grow on long stems so we can cut them and bring them home for our Shabbos table!

We can therefore understand that while the victory of the war that Hashem granted the Chashmonaim was aremarkable miracle,
it was essential for their survival. But why did He cause the miracle of the Neir Chanukah? Even if Hashem hadn't provided this
second miracle, they could have used impure oil to light the menorah (see Pnei Yehoshua Shabbos 21b). Instead, this miracle
demonstrated that Hashem didn't just deliver victory in battle, but did so with extraordinary compassion. By bringing about this
additional miracle, allowing us to fulfill the mitzvah of the menorah properly, Hashem showed us that the victory was not just a
kindness by itself, but a chesed of compassion, displaying the boundless love Hashem has for us.
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